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Connecting wolves with wireless: 30 partners from 14 EU member states launch EuropeanaConnect.

EuropeanaConnect is a new EU-funded project that will channel digital content from Europe’s archives, libraries, museums, and audiovisual collections into Europeana.eu, the internet portal offering access to Europe’ s digital resources. 

The technical implementation of EuropeanaConnect will enable the development of an operational Europeana service by April 2011, including clarification of the licensing of copyright materials, user-friendly interfaces and integration of services such as e-books-on-demand, multilingual searching, and a Europeana version for hand-held devices. 

Key project results will be the development of essential technical components for Europeana as well as adding the music dimension to Europeana.eu, by making more than 100.000 audio files accessible.

The question is often asked – what is music, exactly? Composer John Cage thought that any sound could be music – his view was that "there is no noise, only sound”. And if music consists of melody, pitch rhythm and timbre, then choruses of Finnish wolves singing in perfect unison and harmony are unquestionably music. Recorded in the depths of the frozen Finnish winter by national broadcaster YLE, these spine-chilling recordings form part of the invaluable Yleisradion Tehosto archive. The EuropeanaConnect project will bring the sound of wolves and much more to the mobile devices of the fast growing global community of Europeana users. 

Europeana.eu is a portal that currently links to nearly 5 million digital resources from the museums, archives, libraries and audiovisual collections of Europe. It was launched in November 2008 by the president of the European Commission, Jose Manuel Barroso, demonstrating the political commitment to make Europe’s heritage accessible world wide. 

At the launch the portal attracted millions of hits, showing the great interest from users. By 2011 the Europeana portal will allow integrated access to 25 million digital objects (music files, images, video, documents, books etc) from at least 50 national and local cultural portals. 

"EuropeanaConnect could enable a cultural revolution in the educational infrastructure" says Johanna Rachinger, Director General of the Austrian National Library. "Never before has it been that easy to listen to music, browse through sketchbooks, view scores, find portraits and birth certificates of musicians and their families, have access to authentic mail correspondence and compare it from several archives and library sources at once. EuropeanaConnect will make all this possible and you will even be able to access the information on your mobile phone."
Notes for editors:

EuropeanaConnect (www.europeanaconnect.eu), is one of a group of projects funded by the European Commission’s eContentplus programme that are developing technical solutions and digitising material from cultural heritage institutions to feed into Europeana. Other projects include the European Film Gateway (www.europeanfilmgateway.eu), capturing the rich European cinema heritage, EuropeanaTravel (www.europeanatravel.eu) that is digitising over a million resources, including maps, manuscripts, photos, films, books and postcards on the themes of travel, tourism, trade routes and exploration and EuropeanaLocal (www.europeanalocal.eu), opening up resources held in local archives and museums. 

EuropeanaConnect is coordinated by the National Library of Austria.
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